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Grant Guidelines
The Midcounties Co-operative has over 350,000 members and more than 9,000 colleagues making it one of the UK’s largest independent retailers.  Our purpose is to work towards a better, fairer world, enhancing the lives of our colleagues, members and customers and the communities we serve.  We believe in:
· Democracy – ensuring the views of our membership are reflected in the way we run The Midcounties Co-operative 

· Openness – being open and honest and fair in our dealings with everyone we come into contact with

· Equality – recognising the contribution that everyone can make in developing The Midcounties Co-operative 

· Social Responsibility – reflecting our responsibilities to the wider community in the way we conduct our business 
Criteria:
The Midcounties Co-operative Community Fund is for the benefit of communities where The Midcounties Co-operative trades.  You can see where our stores are located by clicking here (http://www.midcounties.coop/community/co-operative-community-funding).
The fund is keen to receive applications from voluntary/community organisations that are able to demonstrate that their project will build their capacity and bring benefit to the local community and in doing so meet at least one of the criteria listed below:

· Encourage community responsibility

· Develop community capacity

· Demonstrate Co-operative Values
Who can apply? 

To apply for funding the *applicant (individual submitting the form) must be a member of The Midcounties Co-operative and membership should have been in place for at least three months prior to application.  Further details on membership can be obtained here (http://www.midcounties.coop/membership)
Groups need to:

· Be working within The Midcounties Co-operative trading locales i.e. Shropshire and Telford (please view map for other trading locales) (http://www.midcounties.coop/community/co-operative-community-funding).
· Be a not for profit, third sector voluntary or community group active in their local community and run by local people, with an income of less than £100,000 (in the last financial year) 
*The applicant must have proven involvement with the group applying for funding i.e. be a Member of the Group/Group’s Management Committee, is a service user, paid member of staff or a volunteer. 

Examples of what can be funded are: 
· The purchase of equipment
· The costs of putting on a local event or workshop
· Staff costs to enable the employment of individuals, contribution to rent costs (related to activities / service delivery)
· The cost of attending a conference or event, training for volunteers
· Additional activities to expand an existing funded project
· Activities that meet an identified need in the local community, funding to support an organisation to achieve a quality or other standard, relevant to their activities.
Exclusions:
Grants will not be awarded to the following:

· non-members or where membership has not been in place for at least three months prior to application
· individuals
· statutory organisations, including PCT’s and schools* 
· groups who are not constituted
· to fund trips abroad or overseas activities 
· to fund improvements to property not owned by the applicant, or leased to the applicant for a period of less than 15 years
· third party applications (groups who distribute funding to others) 
· party political activity
· groups who have received funding from The Midcounties Co-operative Community Fund within the last three years 
*please note – whilst schools are not eligible to apply, independent groups within schools such as PTA’s can apply
How much can you apply for?

Grants are up to a maximum of £2,000 and groups are advised only to apply for the amount they need to purchase an item of equipment or to fund a project
Closing date for applications: 
The next round of this programme opens for applications on 9th January 2012 and fully completed application forms and supporting documentation needs to be received by no later than 4pm on Friday 10th February 2012*. Any ineligible application forms or application forms and/or supporting documentation received after this time will not be considered.

*Fully completed applications = Grant Application Form – Part A (electronic or hard copy), Grant Application Form – Part B (original signed copy) and all supporting documentation (electronic or hard copy)
For further information, please contact:


The Community Foundation for Shropshire & Telford
The Academy

1 Brassey Road

Old Potts Way

Shrewsbury

SY3 7FA

Email: contact@cfshropshireandtelford.org.uk
www.cfshropshireandtelford.org.uk
Reg Charity No.1012215. Reg Ltd  Company No. 2720748

